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The 30th International Ankara Jazz Festival Returns This November!
#JazzIsUniversal
Organized by the Jazz Society and supported by the Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the 30th International Ankara Jazz Festival will bring music lovers together at venues across Ankara from November 16 to 30, 2026.
Following the Press Opening and Awards Ceremony on the evening of Monday, November 16, 2026, the festival will open with a concert by the world-renowned producer and musician Richard Baratta Quartet. In addition to his career as a jazz musician, Richard Baratta has produced numerous films that have received Academy Awards. We are delighted to welcome him and his ensemble to Türkiye for the first time to perform the opening concert of the Ankara Jazz Festival’s 30th anniversary.
Over 15 days, the festival will bring the universal language of jazz to the capital through concerts, talks, and a range of cultural and artistic events featuring Turkish and international artists.
Özlem Oktar Varoğlu, President of the Jazz Association and Festival Curator, shares her thoughts on the festival:
“We are delighted to bring the 30th International Ankara Jazz Festival to music lovers under the theme ‘Jazz Is Universal.’ For thirty years, our festival has championed the unifying power of jazz, intercultural dialogue, and artistic creation. It continues its journey as one of Türkiye’s longest-running international music events.
Jazz is the shared voice of freedom, creativity, solidarity, and diverse cultures. Guided by this understanding, the Ankara Jazz Festival is more than a series of concerts; it is an international meeting point where artists, audiences, and cultural institutions come together. Through the international collaborations and cultural partnerships, it has built over the years, the festival continues to raise the profile of Türkiye’s jazz scene around the world.
In 2026, the Jazz Association is strengthening its presence in international cultural networks through our membership in the World Jazz Network (WJN) and the European Festivals Association’s EFFE Label.
This year, we are once again bringing artists from different countries, original projects, and diverse interpretations of jazz to audiences in Ankara. We are committed to creating opportunities for young musicians, supporting artistic diversity, and making jazz accessible to listeners of every generation.
We extend our thanks to the Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Culture and Tourism, whose support has helped make the festival possible for 30 years, as well as to all public institutions, embassies, international cultural organizations, sponsors, and partners. We would also like to thank all the artists who will perform at the festival, our participants, our valued audiences who have been with us for thirty years, and our festival team.”
Festival Program and Tickets
For the festival program, event details, and ticket information, visit:
https://www.cazdernegi.org/festivals/ankaracazfestivali
Press Information
Photos and press releases:
https://www.cazdernegi.org/media/ankaracazfestivali/press-releases
For interviews and information:
Press Contact: selin.gonca@cazdernegi.org | +90 549 401 16 89
Members of the press are warmly invited to the festival. Please let us know whether you will attend the Press Opening and Awards Ceremony.
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